Dr. Carolin Fuchs


Using Songs for Listening Comprehension/Grammar

Theme: Advice Giving (or Virtues)

Goal: 

Practicing specific grammar point (imperatives) through global and discrete listening

Objectives: 

Students will be able to listen to the main idea of a song

Students will be able to identify theme-related vocabulary in song lyrics

Students will be able to fill in the blanks with imperative forms

[Extension: Cross-cultural discussion about values; Conducting a follow-up online search on the origin of the song.]  

A. Brainstorming on Theme (Advice Giving/Virtues)
Please come to the board and write down the things you would need to do if you were to live a life based on virtues only. If you don’t get to go to the board, help your peers by shouting out some words. 

Time limit: 3 minutes
B. Listening for Main Idea
1. Listen to the “Sunscreen Song” and try to understand the main idea of the song: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5NAPZp2w-o 
2. Afterwards, turn and talk: What is the main idea of the song? Time limit: 3 minutes

3. Vocabulary check: Does your partner have any questions regarding new words? Take note of any terms for when we discuss the song in more detail later. Time limit: 2 minutes

C. Listening for Details

1. Listen to the “Sunscreen Song” a second time and fill in the blanks on the handout.

2. Compare your answers with your neighbor. 

What did you notice about the missing words? 

Time limit: 5 minutes

D. Wrap-Up: Exit Tickets

On your Exit ticket, write down 2 important things you remember about imperatives (form/meaning/use). Additionally, write 1 thing you are still confused about (about either imperatives or another grammar item).

[E. Extension Activities]

1. As a whole class, make a list of the pieces of advice given in the song. Do you agree/disagree? Are these things valued in your culture? 

2. With a partner, conduct an online search and compose a short biography of Kurt Vonnegut so you can introduce him to the class next time.

3. Read one of Vonnegut’s short stories (e.g., Welcome to the Monkey House) and report back to the class next time. 
