Dr. Carolin Fuchs


POEMS

A. Writing a Chain Poem

“Love Is…” (by Adrian Henri)

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/love-is/ 

1. You will each be given a sheet starting with the line Love is…

2. Complete the line and fold it over so your neighbor can’t see the writing and pass it on. 

3. Once you’re done and have a completed paper in front of you, read it out to the class.

4. In groups of 3 or 4, write a new poem based on the material from the poems you heard. 5. You can only choose a couple of lines per poem to create a new one. 

6. Now read the original Love is… poem.

7. What kind of stylistic devices does the author use to convey love experience? 
B. Analyzing a Poem

“First Day at School” (by Roger McGough)

http://www.poems.md/roger-mcgough/first-day-at-school-3145.html  

1. Let’s evoke individual memories about the first day of school: Do you remember the morning before you went to school? Did you go alone? What did you wear? Do you remember what the school building looked like? Your classroom? Your classmates? 

2. Jot down some notes (your associations with the images that came to your mind in step 1). 

3. Talk to your partner about your memories. 

4. Share two images with the rest of the class.

(5. Draw your images or write a short poem about your memories.)

6. Read the poem First Day of School and with your partner, answer the questions below.
7. What are some terms/words that the child uses that are still quite new or strange for him? Please write down the following in the form of columns:
	New/strange word


	Original forms/meaning


	How the child understands the words


	Any other possible meanings



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Further Resources: 

http://www.poetry.org/; http://www.poemhunter.com/ 
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/278  

(Billy Collins)

